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PRAGUE: Reducing CO2 emissions begins with traffic improvement
Prague, April 2, 2014 - More than two million people use their cars on a monthly basis to reach Vaclav Havel International Airport in Prague. In the absence of any rail connection, this creates a traffic and environment burden on the surrounding area.

Airport traffic produces comparable amounts of emission to one coal powered power plant. In view of this, the Prague Airport Region (PAR), which is an association comprised of 15 of the municipalities surrounding Prague Airport hosted between 25 and 27 April the ninth study visit of the Decarbonized Airport Regions project (dAIR). Regional planners, environmental specialists and experts from nine other European regions came to explore the actions that the region and airport are taking at the moment to curb the impact of fossil fuels in relation to their airport.

At Prague airport, just taxiing aircraft emissions account for 100 tons of CO2 per day. “Together with emissions from the operation of airport buildings is the amount of emissions from the airport comparable to the emissions of coal for thermal power station that can serve 10,000 inhabitants, "says Jan Kašík, consultant for NDCon.

The management of the airport has begun a few years ago the process of gradual reduction of CO2 emissions, by, amongst others, participating in the Airport Carbon Accreditation program and also working with PAR on the dAIR project extensively. Participants at the study visit were able to hear from a panel of specialists from the area about the projects that the region and airport are currently undertaking in this respect. These include the improvement of public transport to the area, and the completion of a rail line all the way to the airport, with a final stop in the city of Kladno, which provides a large amount of employees to the airport. 

Some of the ideas presented for other partners to disseminate in their regions include zero emissions transportation services in and to the airport, In this case a system of electric buses, with a short charging time as well as the possibility to briefly charge whenever they stop in a station. 

Petr Knápek and Jan Kaisrlik from Prague Airport talked about the future airport operations improvements to the platform, which include a compressor cooling unit, new energy efficient boilers, LED lighting systems and electric vehicles used inside the airport for small transports, towing or follow me cars. 

Beyond that, the city is suffering from a lack of interconnectivity with the rest of the region, with the transport systems being separated. This affects mobility to the airport, since it is mainly accessible from the city center only. There are plans for developing a compatible system for the public transport that would unite all the different operators, which would also have a positive impact on CO2 emissions because of the increased attractivity of the public transport and the better connections, especially to the airport. 

Prague and its metropolitan area is still a city extending and developing and as such there are numerous plans related to more public access from the city to the airport, beyond the proposed rail these also include updates to the road infrastructure and tram links to the area. A number of proposals have been also shown to the participants in relation to urban development in relation to the position of the airport. 
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The project will continue to identify problems and solutions in airport areas and will culminate with a series of documents outlining the best practices identified. This helps public authorities and airport operators to understand the larger framework that is surrounding air quality at airports.


Decarbonated Airport Regions
a short description of the project

dAIR is an EU funded project where local governments together with airport operators work on converting airports into ecological and sustainable transport hubs, helping reduce CO2 emissions. The project spans over a timeframe of three years of activities. 

Throughout the project two main aspects will be in focus: airport operator activities and surface accessibility. The project also pays special attention to the involvement of business and R&D communities in creating well connected sustainable airports. 
At and around an airport, there have been identified three main sources of carbon emissions: 

1. The aircraft 
2. The airport operations 
3. Surface access to and from the airport 

dAIR looks at how the carbon from surface access and airport operations can be reduced. These two together account for about half of the carbon footprint. Through study visits and workshops, as well as stakeholder forums, the 14 member organizations are able to exchange experience and see what reduction solutions are being used and have worked at other airports and how they could be applied to their own. 

The importance of this project cannot be overstated at a time when airports in Europe find it hard to expand because their environmental footprint is being increasingly scrutinized by numerous authorities as well as the persons living in the vicinity. However, if there is willingness to reduce the carbon around the airport, the neighboring communities will begin accepting the airport as a necessary catalyst for economic development. 

So far the results have been positive and ideas are surfacing on how to minimize the effect of the airport on the environment. The impact of geographical locations is being taken into consideration, also the necessity of having economically viable projects also influence the possibilities for successfully engaging stakeholders in working for CO2 reduction. 

Some of the concrete ideas that have been discussed in dAIR  include hybrid buses to the airport, electric vehicles at the airport, better and more connected public transport and effective management of emissions from heating and cooling terminals.
The project partner regions of the D-AIR project are: City of Eindhoven, Eindhoven Airport N.V, Airport Regions Conference, Communautéd'agglomérationTerres de France, Stockholm Public Transport Authority, Stockholm-Arlanda Airport/Swedavia, City of Leipzig, Mitteldeutsche Airport Holding, City of Vienna, Province of Bologna, City of El Prat de Llobregat, Transport Malta, MazoviaVoivodship and Prague Airport Region.
For additional information or inquiries please contact Marius Nicolescu (Project Communication) at marius.nicolescu@airportregions.org or +32 02 513 48 85 | Additionally you can visit our webpage at www.dairproject.eu
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D-AIR is an EU funded project where local governments together with airport operators work on converting airports into ecological and sustainable
transport hubs, helping to reduce C02 emissions. D-AIR is founded in part by Interreg IVC through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).




